Il6                      CHARLES  II

if ever, it was time to deal with the rebellious
Opposition. After a day's diversion at the horse-
races on Burford Down, and a visit to the theatre,
he delivered his inaugural address - " a smart
speech " - to the assembled Houses ; " The
unwarrantable proceedings of the last House of
Commons were the occasion of my parting with
the last Parliament; for I, who will never use
arbitrary government myself, am resolved not to
suffer it in others, I am unwilling to mention
particulars, because I am desirous to forget
faults ; but whoever shall calmly consider what
offers I have formerly made, and what assurances
I made to the last Parliament and then shall
reflect upon the strange unsuitable returns made
to such propositions by men who were called
together to consult, perhaps may wonder more that
I had patience so long, than that at last I grew
weary of their proceedings. I conclude with
this one advice to you, that the rules and measures
of all your votes may be the known and established
laws of the land, which neither can nor ought to
be departed from, nor changed, but by Act oi
Parliament; and I may the more reasonably
require that you make the laws of the land your
rule, because I am resolved they shall be mine."
But these wise constitutional words fell on deal
ears, were disregarded by men who were ruthlessly